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BB1

Public
Villa in

the Park

noA  for municipality of
Anderlecht ​•​culture ​•​2017-2023

© Eline Willaert

Parc Rauter, 1070 Anderlecht

The municipality of Anderlecht
wanted to create a multi-pur-
pose facility in Rauter park,
which was previously a factory
site. A bit just like before, where
once stood the villa of the fac-
tory director in the middle of its
garden, today stands a villa
open to the neighborhood in
the heart of a public park.

The building, which is octagonal
in shape thanks to the slightly
creased façades, has a café on
the ground floor, discreetly top-
ped by a mezzanine housing
the changing rooms. The large
multi-purpose hall on the top
floor overlooks the park, offe-
ring users an unobstructed view
and acting as a light beacon in
the park.
          



BB2

Public
Spaces
Wayez

Suède 36  for municipality of
Anderlecht ​•​public space ​•​

2017-2022
© Suède 36

Pl. de la Résistance / rue
Wayez / Parc Rauter / rue du

Bronze, 1070 Anderlecht

Scattered around the Bieste-
broeck district, it takes a good
eye to see that these various
small interventions in public
space are effectively part of
one and the same project. It is
indeed truly a project of urban
acupuncture. Yet, there is a cer-
tain homogeneity in the treat-
ment of all the different inter-
ventions, particularly in the
choice of materials and street
furniture. By drawing on what
already exists, by improving a
stretch of road here, a square, a
park or some aspect of an inter-
nal courtyard there, the project
is giving a tangible new vibe to
this part of Anderlecht.

Particular attention has been
paid to the different users, such
as the children in the school
playground, who are encoura-
ged to play differently by the
originality of the basketball
court, the regulars on Place de
la Résistance, the elderly and
also parents picking up their
children outside the school. In
fact, only visible par its absence
today, is the demolition of a
building that once stood on rue
Philippe Thys, which has now
freed up a direct access to the
canal.
          



223

Brussels
Beer

Project

OFFICE Kersten Geers David
Van Severen  for Brussels Beer
Project ​•​productive activity ​•​

2018-2022
© Xavier Hudsyn

Quai de Biestebroeck 23, 1070
Anderlecht

The new brewing plant for Brus-
sels Beer Project (BBP), a young
and thriving local company, not
only accomodates the complete
production process of 35000 hl
of beer per year, but is also
open for the public to witness
and sample its products.

The building is designed as a
compact and efficient industrial
container, an open rectangular
box with an inclined roof which
reveals its contents. The roof
expresses the company’s gra-
phic identity, as it is coated in
stripes in the characteristic co-
lours of the BBP beer labels. The
ground floor is set aside entirely
for the production process. All
the offices and technical rooms
are grouped on the upper
floor, above which is the public
taproom.

In summer, the adjoining area
serves as a ‘beer garden’, wel-
coming the general public and
small events at the open-air bar,
further contributing to the idea
behind the project, which is
to integrate the industrial
production process with a
public space.
          



336

Housing
Bieste-
broeck

VERS.A  for municipality
of Anderlecht ​•​housing ​•​

2016-2022
© Séverin Malaud © urban.brussels

Rue de Biestebroeck 56, 1070
Anderlecht

On this difficult plot, of which
there are many in Brussels’ built
fabric, the challenge was to in-
sert a four-storey apartment
building. The new building has a
frontage onto the rue du Bieste-
broeck, which the architects
have named ‘avant-scène’
(front-of-stage). It is also linked
to the other side, which is per-
ceived and built as a ‘backs-
tage’ made up of garages and
makeshift extensions.

Because of its position at the
end of the block, the building is
treated like the bow of a ship,
rounding off the urban
construction. The architects
have chosen to emphasise the
building’s relationship with its
context by taking up only part
of the plot, as neighbouring
plots do, playing with a fore-
ground and background.

Despite its modest size, the
choice of materials and colours
give the building the appea-
rance of a lighthouse, treating
residents to an unobstructed
view of the canal.
          



BB3

Flow

Decoratelier / Pool Is Cool
for citizen's association Pool

Is Cool ​•​temporary use ​•​
2021-ongoing

© Annemie Augustijns

Pont Pierre Marchand, 1070
Anderlecht

The Flow temporary swimming
pool illustrates the need for
more leisure and water sports
facilities in Brussels. It is the re-
sult of a campaign by a citizen
association POOL IS COOL,
which has succeeded in putting
this need on the political
agenda. In the face of climate
change and summer heat-
waves, they are calling for the
reintroduction of public bathing,
offering everyone the chance to
enjoy a refreshing break. There
are currently no public open-air
baths in Brussels.

The Flow project explores the
mixed use of the canal in order
to reconcile production activi-
ties with recreational and spor-
ting activities. Given that the
project is temporary, it has
been entirely designed and
built to be dismantled.

In winter, under the name POOL
IS COLD, the bravest can even
dive into its icy waters.
          



20

City Dox
4-5

XDGA  for private developer
Atenor ​•​housing, productive

activity ​•​2019-ongoing
© XDGA

Digue du Canal, 1070
Anderlecht

The private property developer
had plans for a mixed-use
neighbourhood comprising hou-
sing, a nursing home, a school
and production activities. Ini-
tially, the former industrial site
was to be divided into nine buil-
ding plots. The research by de-
sign carried out by the BMA rai-
sed questions about the initial
density and convinced the de-
veloper to free up the central
plot to create a park.

This proved to be a smart move,
as the developer is now using
the park as a selling point for its
homes! The logistical demands
of ground floor production acti-
vities can sometimes result in
rather bleak façades. Here, two
plots have been combined to
create a single, large produc-
tion area, with an interior space
for deliveries. Other projects
along the canal are the out-
come of architecture competi-
tions and superimpose a car
park on the production area to
create a buffer space with the
homes above. It shows how the
two at first sight conflicting
programs can be reconciled by
an appropriate design solution.
          



351
agmen / Carton

123 for municipality of
Anderlecht ​•​Nursery, Culture ​•​
2018-2022 ​•​ Rue du Bronze 12,
1070 Anderlecht

BRONZE ​•​

971
B-architecten /

VELD for private developer
Atenor ​•​Housing, School ​•​
2020-2024 ​•​ Digue du Canal,
1070 Anderlecht

CITY DOX 7 ​•​

58

Bureau Bas Smets for
municipality of Anderlecht ​•​
Public Space ​•​2020-2024 ​•​ Pt
Pierre Marchant / Sq. Elsa
Frison, 1070 Anderlecht

PUBLIC SPACES BETWEEN
SQUARE ELSA FRISON AND
QUAI DE BIESTEBROECK ​•​

1
 Rue

des Goujons 154, 1070
Anderlecht

VIEWPOINT CITYGATE ​•​

BB5
BAEB for

citydev.brussels ​•​Housing,
Public Facilities ​•​2016-2022 ​•​
Rue Prévinaire 72-76 / Place
des Goujons, 1070 Anderlecht

GOUJONS ​•​

BB6
Bogdan & Van

Broeck for private developer
Anderlecht Moulart ​•​Offices,
Productive Activity ​•​2011-2016 ​
•​ Quai Fernand Demets 23,
1070 Anderlecht

COOP ​•​

2
 Quai

Fernand Demets 23, 1070
Anderlecht

VIEWPOINT COOP ​•​

3 Digue du Canal 1, 1070
Anderlecht

VIEWPOINT BIESTEBROECK ​•​



1  Pl. de la
Résistance 14, 1070 Anderlecht ​
•​Wed>Sun 12:00>14:00 /
18:00>21:30 ​•​+3225232876 ​•​
facebook.com/friturerene

FRITURE RENÉ ​•​

2

Quai de Biestebroeck 23, 1070
Anderlecht ​•​Sat from May to
Sept 13:00>22:00 ​•​
beerproject.be/pages/port-
sud-taproom

BRUSSELS BEER PROJECTS ​•​

3  Rue de la Petite
Île 1A, 1070 Anderlecht ​•​
Mon>Fri 9:00>23:00 / Sat>Sun
till 21:00 ​•​petite-ile.be

CITYGATE ​•​

4  Rue Georges
Moreau 123, 1070 Anderlecht ​•​
Mon, Wed, Sat 10:00>14:00 ​•​
+32498688866 ​•​
shop.lasfloresmx.com

LAS FLORES ​•​

5

 Rue des Goujons
57, 1070 Bruxelles ​•​Mon>Fri
9:00>16:30 / Lunch:
12:00>15:00 ​•​+3225234089

RESTAURANT DE QUARTIER
GOUJONS ​•​

6  Quai Demets 23, 1070
Anderlecht ​•​Tue>Fr
9:00>17h00 / Mon till 16:00 ​•​
+3228999300 ​•​
coop.brussels/cafe

COOP ​•​

7  Rue Saint-
Guidon 30, 1070 Anderlecht ​•​
Tue>Sat 10:00>14:00 /
14:30>18:00 ​•​+3224461981 ​•​
librairie-herbes-folles.be

HERBES FOLLES ​•​



279

Mobilis

XDGA  for private developer
D'Ieteren Immo ​•​productive

activity ​•​2019-ongoing
© Maxime Delvaux

Bd. Industriel 51, 1070
Anderlecht

The future of the car is uncer-
tain, that’s what even this client
realises, the oldest car importer
in Belgium. The client was the-
refore keen to create a mixed
and adaptable building, with
mobility as the central theme,
surrounded by other production
activities.

A wavy and kinked façade line
constantly mediates between
the amorphous boundary of the
plot and the desired urban
front, between ramps inside the
building and turning circles for
trucks outside, between crea-
ting visibility for inside activities
from the street and shielding
others from view.

In contrast to the undulating ex-
terior, the interior is resolutely
rational and orthogonal. The
basic idea is a structure in
which anything is possible,
hence a column grid of 16.2 by
16.2 meters and floor heights of
7 metres. It offers the flexibility
needed for intermediate floors
to be laid or suspended in
between.

Ultimately, the project is more
of a clad structure than a
building.
          



2663

Deleers

SMAK / Atelier Kempe Thill /
Kaderstudio / POLO Architects
for private developer Kairos ​•​
housing, productive activity ​•​

2020-ongoing
© Deleers Development - Smak

ArchitectsAtelier Kempe ThillPOLO

Rue Henri Deleers & Rue
Walcourt, 1070 Anderlecht

This former industrial site facing
the canal is being transformed
by a private developer to ac-
commodate a mix of functions:
a school campus, housing and
production activities. The va-
rious programmes have been
designed by different architects
but according to one coherent
scheme. The master plan also
envisages a public passage and
clears space for deep soil.

Another bold move is the deci-
sion to house production work-
shops both under the side with
the schools and under the resi-
dential buildings. The stacking
is typical of the canal area but
here takes on a neighbourhood
scale. Both worlds are
functionally separated but
visually connected thanks to
open views.

This exemplifies the new urban
development sought for a gro-
wing city such as Brussels, one
that does not chase production
activities away from the city
itself.
          



163

Petite Île
Citygate

noA / Sergison Bates /
Korteknie Stuhlmacher /
Aurélie Hachez  for SLRB-
BGHM, citydev.brussels ​•​

housing, school, productive
activity ​•​2018-ongoing

© Canal Plan Team

Rue des Goujons 152, 1070
Anderlecht

Two large adjoining plots were
awaiting a new use. The original
plan was to demolish all the
existing buildings and build a ci-
nema in a blind big box and a
large car park. The research by
design carried out by the BMA
highlighted the potential for the
site as a whole, and subse-
quently was taken over by two
of Brussels’ public housing
companies, working together
to develop an ambitious and
integrated project.

Building on a heritage study,
which highlighted the impor-
tance of preserving the existing
buildings, followed by an archi-
tecture competition, a new
city district is going to be
developed, with a mix of
functions, typologies and users.

Until work gets off the ground,
the site is temporarily occupied
by artists, a climbing gym and
a bar.
          



BB4

Goujons
Tower

Karbon' / TVK  for SLRB-BGHM ​
•​housing ​•​2015-2023

© Maud Faivre

Rue des Goujons 63, 1070
Anderlecht

The Tour des Goujons is the first
building of what was envisioned
at the end of the 1960s as a
fully-fledged waterfront deve-
lopment, of course without wi-
shing to integrate into the exis-
ting context. Nevertheless and
even though it is hardly visible,
there is some link between the
building and its environment. In
fact, its slight curve follows the
bend of the River Senne.

The rapid deterioration of the
balconies led to an urgent need
for renovation a few years ago.
The architects in charge of the
renovation jumped on this op-
portunity to give the building a
facelift, while playing with its
aesthetic and period-specific
character. The railings on the
new balconies weave through
the vertical structure, becoming
thicker as you move up
the floors.
          



344

Recypark

51N4E  for propreté.brussels ​
•​productive activity ​•​

2016-ongoing
© Sepideh Farvardin

Quai Fernand Demets 22, 1070
Anderlecht

Attitudes to waste among Brus-
sels’ inhabitants have evolved
and, with this change, their per-
ception of recycling centres is
becoming more positive. One
person’s waste is another per-
son’s resource, and recycling
centres are an essential link wi-
thin the circular economy.

To facilitate the integration of a
Recypark in this urban environ-
ment, the architects came up
with the idea of adding a skate
park and green spaces to miti-
gate the nuisances generated
by the Recypark. This diverse
programme ensures that the
project is open to all and
becomes a vibrant space,
frequently used by skaters and
local residents.

In Liège, the architects came
across a former horse pen fea-
turing a structure made of arch-
ways of glued laminated timber.
These were disassembled and
brought to Brussels to be used
as a part of the structure of the
new Recypark canopy. Building
a recycling centre from recycled
materials… what better symbol
for the project!
          



The Bouwmeester Maitre Ar-
chitecte (BMA) is a Brussels
government official who ad-
vocates for spatial quality in
urban development. We have
composed you a set of wal-
king tours of recent projects
so you can see for yourself
how our city is changing. For
more information about BMA :
bma.brussels

In this tour of Biestebroeck,
you will discover a new quar-
ter where productive activi-
ties are combined with hou-
sing, as well as careful infill
projects bringing renewal in
the existing urban fabric. At
the center is the Canal, since
2015 the most important area
of regeneration in Brussels.

 

Find a web version of this
map and other tours through

this link:
rb.gy/mpyb56

This Tour Guide was made for the European
Conference on Architectural Policies 2024, in

collaboration between the Brussels Government
Architect, the Architecture Unit of the Wallonia-

Brussels Federation and the Flemish Government
Architect with the support of the Brussels Regional

Public Service.
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